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THREE bikes, two full
days' riding - which would
prove the king of the
faired all-rounders?

All the fun
of the faired

Kawasaki's middleweight ER-6n is a budget bundle of
ﬁood looks and performance. Now the fully-faired ER-6f is
ere, can it cut it against those firm all-rounder favourites

the Suzuki Bandit 650S and Yamaha FZ6 Fazer?

HE idea that sports bikes have a hard

life isn’t true. Their engines, brakes,

suspension and other components

are designed for the rigours dished
out by a rider who wants maximum thrills.
Workhorse bikes get a much harder time
because, despite being built down to a lower
budget than sports bikes, they they have to
deal with all types of riding from commuting
to spirited riding via touring and the odd
trackday too. And in all weathers.

The definitive all-rounder is Yamaha’s FZ6
Fazer: half-faired, with an engine that delivers
the goods for every type of rider, from novice
to experienced road thrasher. Suzuki’s Bandit
650S is somewhat long in the tooth but, like
the Fazer, a perfect workhorse. And now
there’s Kawasaki’s new ER-6f challenging for
the title of best all-rounder...

Three bikes, all middleweights, all offering
added wind protection over their naked
brothers, all within £800 of each other and all
reckoning they’re top banana for new riders,
‘laydees’ and strapping chaps. What better
test to sort the wheat from the chaff than a
solid road trip? We could hear the Peak
District beckoning and answered the call...

AT A GLANCE
LINING up the machines, the Fazer and
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BEEFY Yamaha (left) and Suzuki (centre) make Kawasaki look a bit twee

BANDIT (left) has easily accessible power; on the FZ6 you work harder

THE destination: Matlock Bath and a chance to chat after a good ride

THE ER-6f takes a tail pack well, thanks to strongs twin grab rails

MCN road tests are renowned for their no-expense-spared catering
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ROAD TEST

KAWASAKI ER-6f * SUZUKI BANDIT 650S * YAMAHA FZ6 FAZER
)

WWW. com/bikereviews

CBR600RR The Power of Dreams

100% Adrenalin.

What makes the CBR600RR such a rush? Explosive acceleration?
Mind-blowing performance? Breath-taking ride? Its Honda Racing
DNA? World and British Supersport Championship domination?

KAWASAKI (left) is
“nimble as a 250"

KAWASAKI ER-6f

ANALOGUE clocks and no fuel gauge
(just a fuel warning light) are very old-
fashioned and the preload on the rear
shoclk is the only element of the
suspension that's adjustable. Those
twin grab rails are very pillion-friendly,
though.

To find your nearest Honda dealer, call the Honda Contact Centre on 0845 200 8000 or go to www.honda.co.uk

/ Terms and Conditions: Offer applies to new machines purchased from an authorised Honda dealer and registered by 31st March 2006.
{ Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. All figures are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Finance is only
available to persons aged 18 or over subject to status. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Plc. 470 London Road, Slough, Berkshire, SL3 8QY.
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YAMAHA
FZ6 FAZER

REV counter is hard to read,
but despite a bum-numbing
seat, the Fazer is pillion
and luggage-friendly
thanks to its pair of grab
rails.

SUZUKI
BANDIT 650S

ANALOGUE speedo didn't
win any fans, but
electronic fuel gauge did.
Rear end has adjustable
preload and rebound, but
there’s only one grab rail.

BANDIT (left) is pretty agile, considering its weight. And look - it's sunny, too!

DEK CRUTCHLOW,
road tester and ex-racer
THE Bandit's
way behind the
game. | mean...
carbs, for
heaven's sake.
It's like going
out, in this day and age, and
buying a black and white
television: you just don't need
to. It's badly sprung and bland
to ride. | didn't like it. It felt like |
had something antiquated
between my legs (ahem) and it
looks horrible.

The Fazer's OK, but the
gearbox is awful and the seat's
too hard. I've been on comfier
race seats. What's more, there's
too much play in the throttle
and, initially at least, the fuel
injection jumps about a bit. It
might have a lot of power, but
it's not there when you need it:
itwouldn't pull you out of bed.

I'd jump on the ER-6f, given
the choice of the three. It can
easily cope with both
commuting and touring, the
suspension's well set up and it's
got good drive, especially for a
twin. Looks good, too.

KAWASAKI ER-6f
* kK kv

COST: £4895
(£5295 with ABS)
T1.1bh;

ny

AFTER a hectic two-day trip, plenty of miles
and a load of junk food, we wave goodbye to
the Peaks. The journey back is a battle to stay
warm and, keen to gethome, we push the
bikes just a little more. By now, we don't mind
which one we ride: we just want to get there
in comfort, quickly and, above all, safely.

And that's the upshot. All these bikes are
quick, capable and excellent confidence-
inspiring workhorses. The deal-breakers are

serious criticism. After two days of riding, the
Yamaha turned out to be the bike nobody
wanted the keys for. It may be the class leader
(and the most expensive bike in our test)

its strong engine and tough bodywork, b

the real world, where sports performance is
best left to sports bikes, the heavy clutch, lazy
throttle, peaky power and rough gearbox
work against it.

As for the Bandit, it was its geriatric
appearance and its lack of crisp fuel injection
that let it down. The styling's a personal thing,
however, and if it's a more traditional look
you're after, it might just be your thing. It's the
cheap and cheerful alternative and, for the
money, you could do a lot worse.

Clear winner is the Kawasaki. It surprised us
all with its mix of nimble handling and
substantial but easy-to-use power. The
fairing’s clean lines make it a proper little
sports tourer and, at under five grand, it's a
bargain for all.

Colours: black, silver

New for 2006: new model
Insurance group: 10 (of 11)

Info: Kawasaki UK, 01628-856750

SEAT HEIGHT:
790mm

[ —
‘WHEELBASE: 1410mm

TECHNICAL SPEC

Engine: liquid-cooled 649cc (83mm
x 60mm) 8v dohc four-stroke
parallel twin. Fuel injection. Six
gears

Chassis: steel diamond frame.
41mm forks, single rear shock with
adjustable preload. Brakes: 2 x
semi-floating 300mm front discs
with twin-piston calipers, 220mm
rear disc with single-piston caliper.
Tyres: 120/70 x 17 front, 160/60 x 17
rear.

ble: now
Colours: black, blue, red
New for 2006: ABS as standard
Insurance group: 11 (of 17)
Info: Suzuki GB, 0870-608-1305

SEAT HEIGHT:
770-90mm

[ —
‘WHEELBASE: 1440mm

TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: air-cooled 656cc (65.5mm x
48.7mm) 16v dohc four-stroke inline
four. Carbed. Six gears
Chassis: steel double cradle frame.
41mm forks adjustable for preload,
i single rear shock with adjustable
i preload and rebound damping.
! Brakes: 2 x 290mm front discs with
i twin-piston calipers, 240mm rear
disc with single-piston caliper.
Tyres: 120/70 x 17 front, 160/60 x 17
rear.

W
Colours: silver, blue, red
New for 2006: new colours
Insurance group: 12 (of 17)
Info: Yamaha UK, 01932-358000

RAKE: 25° SEAT HEIGHT:
TRAIL 795mm
975mm

e —
'WHEELBASE: 1440mm

TECHNICAL SPEC

Engine: liquid-cooled 600cc
(65.5mm x 44.5mm) 16v dohc four-
stroke inline four. Fuel injection. Six
gears

Chassis: aluminium beam frame.
43mm telescopic forks, single rear
shock with adjustable preload.
Brakes: 2 x 298mm front discs with
twin-piston calipers, 245mm rear
disc with single-piston caliper.
Tyres: 120/70 x 17 front, 180/55 x 17
rear.
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