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THIS is set  to be a watershed
year for superbikes. Suzuki’s 
GSX-R1000 ruled the roost 
in 2005, but with an all-new 

ZX-10R from Kawasaki, a massively 
evolved FireBlade and a tweaked R1 as 
competition for 2006 that ’s all about 
to change.

That ’s what  we found out when we
tracked down the first “full set” of
1000cc 2006-model superbikes in the
world – and then took all four to the
Valencia GP circuit  in Spain for a dry 
weather track test – where we dyno’d
them, then lap timed them on control
tyres.

Then we rode them back to back on
the road to find out what  they’re like
to live with in the real world.

So this isn’t  only the the first test of
these bikes – it ’s also the most 
comprehensive imaginable. A test so
big we’ve split  it  into two parts. Part 
one covers the track test of the four 
machines, with part two next week
covering our 1000-mile road test .

HOW THE TEST WAS WON
ASSESSING the performance of a
1000cc superbike demands controlled
procedures where the bikes battle it out 
in safety, within the law and on a level
playing field. Well, several actually...

SPEED AND ACCELERATION
MCN’s testing ground for this is 
Bruntingthorpe in Leicesteshire – on a
two-mile runway. Using GPS (Global
Positioning System), and a vast expanse
of tarmac, we produce exact results of
outright top speed, standing quarter-
mile times, braking times and distances 
from 70mph and top gear acceleration
from 40-70mph.

POWER AND TORQUE
ENGINE ouput is measured on a
Dynojet rolling road dynamometer.
Power is measured by running each
bike from approximately 2200rpm to
its preset rev limiter in fourth gear.

The power figure is given as rear 
wheel-measured bhp and torque

measured in ftlb. An EEC (European
standard) correction factor is used to
ensure test conditions are similar. This 
also underlines any criticism of engine
repsonse by the riders.

PERFORMING ON THE LIMIT
TESTING suspension, brakes, engine
reliability, throttle control, steering and
overall handling near to a bike’s limit 
demands a race track.

In this case, Valencia’s Ricardo Tormo
circuit was the chosen venue. Just 
under 2.5 miles in length, the Spanish
track’s combination of five right and
nine left turns in a short space is 
demanding and with the start/finish
straight only 876 metres in length,
there’s no chance of a breather.

To set the fastest lap time possible, we
enlisted former WSB rider Oriol
Fernandez. All the bikes were run on
Michelin Power Race tyres of medium
soft compound. The suspension was 
then duly adjusted for the track (see
page 25).

In the track instalment of our Õ06 superbike
showdown, it appears that all KawasakiÕs 
hard work with the ZX-10R has paid off...
BYTREVORFRANKLIN PICTURESBYMARKMANNING

THE bikes with the most revisions
for Õ06 are the best track machines,

leaving the unchanged GSX-R
shoved to the back of the field

THE new ZX-10R is 
ridiculously stable yet 
also agile on the track

ROAD TEST
KAWASAKI ZX-10R ! HONDA FIREBLADE ! YAMAHA R1 ! SUZUKI GSX-R1000
www.motorcyclenews.com/bikereviews
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WHAT’S NEW?
KAWASAKI’S controversial new styling for 
2006 is less aggressive than before and –
including twin underseat  exhausts – the
engine is higher in the frame to raise the
centre of gravity, which helps speed up the
rate the bike tips into corners.

The swingarm is 20mm shorter and is 
stiffer, with new suspension and linkage
rates. To compensate, the steering head is 
positioned further forward with increased
rake – now 24° – to maintain stability.

The engine bears lit tle resemblance to the
previous model – the generator has been
moved from behind the cylinders to the
side, meaning the starter clutch has had to
be moved to right  side to accommodate it .

The crankshaft  and other internals have
been strengthened and new injector bodies 
have finer nozzles. Revised ignition and fuel
mapping has smoothed the power delivery,
while unleashing a few bhp extra across the
rev range.

ON THE TRACK
THE new ZX-10R has the agility of a terrier 
on a rat ting mission. Precise lines can be
chosen – and changed – with minimal effort .
The GSX-R and R1 are more agile, but 
move around more when cranked over. The

ZX-10’s extra sure-footedness instils 
confidence to push the bike harder.

The higher riding position gives a feel of
control rather than comfort , and the bars 
are set  perfectly to cajole the front  wheel
this way and that  at  speed.

Power delivery is rapid from tickover, and
nothing short of relentless above 8000rpm.
At  6000rpm the engine is already starting to
kick hard, but further on and you enter a
realm of tyre shredding drive. Gearshifts are
precise and the slipper clutch keeps the bike
in shape when loading the engine up on
downshifts. Throt tle response is clean and
sweet , giving enough feel to know exactly 
how much can be dialled in before the tyres 
cry enough is enough and let  go.

A similar level of feel comes from the front  
and rear end. You know exactly what ’s going
on at  all times and at  all angles. And we’re
pleased to report that  the brakes are even
more effective as the new master cylinder 
refused to allow any fade whatsoever.

Think of the ZX-10R as a race bike with
all the legal requirements for the road –
lights, indicators etc – and you’d be spot  on.

BEST BITS
Suspension, brakes, throttle response, feel
from thechassis andnew foundagility.

WORST BITS
That back end, and thelow screenheight that 
causes helmet turbulence when tucked in.

KAWASAKI ZX-10R
Power:161.7bhpTorque:78.9ftlb Lap time:1:44.56 Topspeed:178.2mph
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‘Thinkof thenew 
ZX-10Ras a race
bike withall the

legal requirements 
for the road’
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ROAD TEST
KAWASAKI ZX-10R ! HONDA FIREBLADE ! YAMAHA R1 ! SUZUKI GSX-R1000
w w w .motorcyclenew s.com/bikereview s

WHATÕS NEW?
HONDA has replied to Suzuki’s 
GSX-R1000 mopping up
everything in its path by making
210 changes to the 2006 Blade!

Not so obvious is the narrower 
fairing. Even less obvious are the
engine mods for more power 
(thanks mainly to Honda Racing
Corporation) with more reliability.
The upshot is extra revs and an
increased compression ratio –
redline is up to 12,200rpm and the
CR leaps from 11.9:1 to 12.2:1.
Reducing the gearing gives faster 
acceleration, hence the same top
speed despite more power.

Revised shock internals and
damping should stop fade under 
hard use. The shorter wheelbase
and reduced rake are a response to
previous Blades running wide on a
neutral/closed throttle. Trimming
weight off the engine components 
has knocked three kilos off the
Blade’s weight to leave it at 176kg.

ON THE TRACK
EVEN on cold tyres the new 
Blade feels solid and precise. Like
the Kawasaki, it pitches into turns 
as one solid unit. Pull or push on
the bars and it responds quickly –
it’s like the headstock bearings 
have been replaced with a girder 
bolted to the wheel spindles.

Also, whereas the old Blade used
to run wide at the tiniest throttle
movement, the new bike remains 
unfazed. Likewise when tickling
the front brake lever, before the
bike would stand up and run for 
hedge cover; now you can charge
into a turn with confidence. Brake
deep and all is well. The bike’s 
balanced feel doesn’t even change
when the forks’ suspension travel
is used to the last millimetre.

The change in gearing, with the
extra power, means the ’06 Blade
is more receptive to the throttle. It 
has the get up and go of a whippet,
and the delivery is addictive.

While fuelling in the mid/upper-
range is crisp, there’s a noticeable
stutter lower down; not a problem
on the track, but only next week’s 
test will tell if it is on the road...

BEST BITS
Vastly improved chassis (steering
and suspension) for a vastly 
improved ride, superb race-like
riding position, supermodel looks.

WORST BITS
Road-biased weight for Honda’s 
usual ride quality makes it tiring
work on the track.

HONDA CBR1000RR FIREBLADE
Power: 153.1bhp Torque: 76.3ftlbLap time: 1:45.11 Top speed: 173.3mph

WHATÕS NEW?
AGAINST accepted wisdom,
Yamaha has removed metal from
key areas (headstock, beam rails,
engine mounts) to induce a
limited amount of flex for greater 
rider feel. The same treatment has 
been given to the fork yokes.

Extending the swingarm by 
20mm, and revised suspension
linkages, helps rear wheel traction.
This swingarm mod also affects 
weight distribution and Yamaha
claim a front weight bias increase
of 1% for better front-end feel.

Power increases come through
revised valve timing, more direct 
inlet tracts and revised fuel and
ignition mapping. Small changes,
but the results are evident...

ON THE TRACK
THE Yamaha is totally different 
to the Blade and ZX-10R; where
they feel solid, the Yamaha’s front 
and rear feel detached.

The light steering means you 
can tip it into a corner with ease,
but the front is more responsive
than the rear. Fast direction
changes need to be implemented
early as the bike takes what feels 
like an age to get upright and over
in the other direction – and while
all this is happening there’s not a
lot of feedback from the rear.

Soft suspension is what upsets
the apple cart. Although trimmed
for track use, a happy front/rear 
medium cannot be reached –
stiffening the rear gets the arse
waggling under heavy braking;

stiffen the front and the amount of
dive causes the front end to move.

The R1’s ace card is the way the
engine revs so freely, or rather the
way it delivers little engine braking
to the rear wheel. More braking
effort is needed to bring the bike’s 
corner entry speed down, but after 
a few laps you adapt and discover 
the art of corner speed.

All too often the R1 would get
slowed by traffic mid-corner,
either that or it would run out of
ground clearance – the pegs would
dig in, then the gear lever. Soft 
suspension, ground clearance, lack
of rear feedback... it all adds up.

BEST BITS
Free-revving engine, corner speed,
looks like Rossi’s GPbike.

WORST BITS
Inferior suspension to Kawasaki
and Honda, ground clearance,
detached front/rear feel.

YAMAHA R1
Power: 157.3bhp Torque: 74.2ftlbLap time: 1:45.14 Top speed: 179.5mph

WHATÕS NEW
THIS year the GSX-R gets new 
colours; and that’s not just a case of
Suzuki resting on its laurels, it’s 
just that Suzuki are out of synch
with the rest of the big four with
revised model releases...

ON THE TRACK
MONSTROUS low-down torque
is what the GSX-R is renowned
for; and it’s not short on power 
either, although it does tail off
early compared to the Kawasaki.

The Suzuki’s torque is perfect 
for instant grunt on twisty tracks 

and its peak power ensures it’ll
blast the straights. So where does 
the Suzuki not cut it?

The engine is not at fault. Twist 
the throttle and it drives instantly 
or is measured enough to ensure
disasters don’t occur at full lean.
Your choice, but the engine always 
abides by your decision.

The brakes are prone to fade,
but this bike’s fresh fluid meant it
wasn’t a problem. It’s true they 
weren’t as sharp on the first pull of
the lever, but they come on strong.
And the excellent slipper clutch
smoothes out the engine braking
and keeps the wheels in line.

The problem is that the GSX-R
isn’t as track-focused as the others.
The suspension is like that of the
R1; road-biased for a forgiving
ride. The forks need their 
adjustment wound right up to get 
any feel and confidence in them
and this complicates things on
different surfaces, even on a track.

The rear squats far too much
and upsets the balance of the bike,
accentuating the vague front end.
Ramp up the shock’s pre-load and
the spring tension overcomes the
damping. What a pickle; fine for 
road use, but outshone in this test.

After a few laps you also notice
the GSX-R’s riding position is
geared for the road; the seat is low 
and the pegs high to leave the
rider settled ‘in’ the bike. The
problem is when you have to leap
about like a marmoset to get off
the seat. Otherwise the GSX-R is 
still a class act that has just been
pipped – but not by much.

BEST BITS
Light nimble chassis, tractable yet 
outrageous engine.

WORST BITS
Not as track-defined as the others,
with inferior suspension and ‘too
much’ comfort.

SUZUKI GSX-R1000
Power: 158.1bhp Torque: 78.8ftlbLap time: 1:45.45 Top speed: 180.7mph
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‘TheR1’s ace
card is its 
free-revving
engine’

‘Hondahas 
made210
changes to
the ’06Blade’

‘The GSX-R
is just not 
as track-
focused’



KAWASAKI ZX-10R
!!!!!
COST: £8799
POWER: 161.7bhp
TORQUE: 78.9ftlb
WEIGHT: 175kg

SEAT HEIGHT:
825mm

RAKE: 24.5°
TRAIL: 102mm

FUEL: 17 litres

WHEELBASE: 1390mm

Available: Late February
Colours: Black, green, silver
New for 2006: New model
Insurance group: 17 (of 17)
Info: Kawasaki UK, 01628-856750

HONDA CBR1000RR
FIREBLADE
!!!!!
COST: £8899
POWER: 153.1bhp
TORQUE: 76.3ftlb
WEIGHT: 176kg

RAKE: 23°
TRAIL: 100mmSEAT HEIGHT:

831mm

FUEL: 18 litres

TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: Liquid-cooled 998cc (75 x
56.5mm) 16v dohc four-stroke inline
four. Fuel-injection. Six gears
Chassis: Aluminium beam frame.
43mm upside-down forks, fully
adjustable. Single rear shock, fully
adjustable. Brakes: 2 x 320mm front 
discs with four-piston radially-
mounted calipers, 220mm rear disc
with single-piston caliper. Tyres:
120/70 x 17 front, 190/50 x 17 rear.

WHEELBASE: 1400mm

Availability: Now
Colours: Red/black, silver, black
New for 2006: New model
Insurance group: 17 (of 17)
Info: Honda UK, 01753-590500

YAMAHA YZF-R1
!!!!!
COST: £8799
POWER: 157.3bhp
TORQUE: 74.2ftlb
WEIGHT: 173kg

RAKE: 24°
TRAIL: 97mmSEAT HEIGHT:

835mm

FUEL: 18 litres

WHEELBASE: 1415mm

Availability: Now
Colours: Black, red, blue, Yamaha
USA racing yellow (£200 extra)
New for 2006: Minor engine and
chassis changes
Insurance group: 17 (of 17)
Info: Yamaha UK, 01932-358000

SUZUKI GSX-R1000
!!!!!
COST: £8799
POWER: 158.1bhp
TORQUE: 78.8ftlb
WEIGHT: 166kg

RAKE: 23.8°
TRAIL: 96mmSEAT HEIGHT:

810mm

FUEL: 18 litres

TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: Liquid-cooled 998cc (76 x
55mm) 16v dohc four-stroke in-line
four. Fuel injection. Six gears
Chassis: Aluminium beam frame.
43mm upside-down forks, fully
adjustable. Single rear shock, fully
adjustable. Brakes: 2 x 300mm
discs with four-piston radially-
mounted calipers, 220mm rear disc
with single-piston caliper. Tyres:
120/70 x 17 front, 190/55 x 17 rear.

TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: Liquid-cooled 998cc (77 x
53.6mm) 20v dohc four-stroke inline
four. Fuel injection. Six gears.
Chassis: Aluminium beam frame.
43mm upside-down forks, fully
adjustable. Single rear shock, fully
adjustable. Brakes: 2 x 320mm front 
discs with four-piston radially-
mounted calipers, 220mm rear disc
with two-piston caliper. Tyres:
120/70 x 17 front, 190/50 x 17 rear.

TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: Liquid-cooled 999cc (73.4 x
59mm) 16v dohc four-stroke inline
four. Fuel injection. Six gears
Chassis: Aluminium beam frame.
43mm upside-down forks, fully
adjustable. Single rear shock, fully
adjustable. Brakes: 2 x 310mm discs 
with four-piston radially-mounted
calipers, 220mm rear disc with
twin-piston caliper. Tyres: 120/70 x 17
front, 190/50 x 17 rear.

WHEELBASE: 1405mm

Available: Now
Colours: Blue/white, black, matt 
black, red/black
New for 2006: Colour changes only
Insurance group: 17 (of 17)
Info: Suzuki GB, 0870-608-1305

NEXT WEEK: WHICH ONE IS THE BEST ROAD BIKE?
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PERFORMANCE FIGURES
Top

speed
Standing quarter-mile

acceleration
Braking

(70-0mph)
Top gear acceleration

(40-110mph)

Kawasaki ZX-10R 178.2mph 10.58s @ n/a 49.13 metres 10.50s

Honda FireBlade 173.3mph 10.66s @ 140.05mph 50.75 metres 10.45s

Yamaha R1 179.5mph 10.54s@ 144.59mph 49.57 metres 11.05s

Suzuki GSX-R1000 180.7mph 10.24s@ 145.73mph 49.17 metres 9.35s

LATEST generation Blade is
now truly in the class of
Honda race reps like the

legendary RC30

THE limited-edition colours
ensure it looks the part, while

the corner speed you can
carry on the R1 is astonishing

THE softer suspension and
comfy riding position make

the GSX-R more road-biased

THE king is dead... but the Gixer will
be OK so long as it gets a sportier 
edge next year. It’s still an awesome
piece of kit, on or off the track and
will almost blow your socks off. But 
there are new boys on the block…

Yamaha’s R1 cuts it on the track
and the road and is bloody
comfortable. It looks good and with
the recent price reduction it should
not be ignored if you are looking for 
a superbike.

Honda’s CBR1000R is still the bike
to satisfy every type of riding skill
and it’s all the better for having
added attitude for 2006 – something
the previous model lacked. Just as
satisfying is the knowledge that the
Blade’s chassis can deal with it.

The revisions have really and truly
put the Blade in the same league as 
that Honda great, the RC30. You 
won’t be disappointed.

Kawasaki claimed the ZX-10R
would be the best track bike out of

the crate, and it is. Almost a second
quicker doesn’t sound a lot, but 
when 0.01s can determine first or 
second place, a second a lap is a
commanding lead.

So in performance terms, the
ZX-10R takes the win. Unfortunately
it’s not enough to forgive Kawasaki

for approving such appalling
aesthetics.

There’s something to be said for 
following fashion, and if they’d
followed Yamaha or Suzuki with an
underslung exhaust, they would be
authorising overtime on the
ZX-10R’s assembly line by now.

THE VERDICT

TRACK SUSPENSION SETTINGSTRACK SUSPENSION SETTINGS
Here’s how we set up all the 2006 models for a 14-stone rider at Valencia’s Ricardo Tormo circuit.Here’s how we set up all the 2006 models for a 14-stone rider at Valencia’s Ricardo Tormo circuit.

ZX-10R
FRONT
Rebound: 10 clicks* out 
from fully in.
Compression: 10 clicks*
out from fully in.
Pre-load: seven
adjustment lines showing.
* 1 click = 1/4 turn

REAR
Rebound: eight turns out 
fromfully in.Compression:
14 turns out from fully in.
Pre-load: 11 lines of thread
showing above top collar.

CBR1000RR
FRONT
Rebound: 1/2 turn out from
fully in. Compression: one
turn out from fully in.
Pre-load: nine turns out 
from fully in.

REAR
Rebound: 10 clicks* out 
from fully in.
Compression: eight clicks*
out from fully in. Pre-load:
Position 7 of 10.
* 1 click = 1/8 turn

R1
FRONT
Rebound: 10 clicks* out 
from fully in.
Compression: 10 clicks*
out from fully in.
Pre-load: five adjustment 
lines showing.
* 1 click = 1/8 turn

REAR
Rebound: 17 clicks*out 
from fully in.
Compression: four clicks*
out from fully in.
Pre-load: Position 3 of 7.
* 1 click = 1/8 turn

GSX-R1000
FRONT
Rebound: two clicks* out 
fromfully in.Compression:
one click* out from fully in.
Pre-load: two adjustment 
lines showing.
* One click = 1/4 turn

REAR
Rebound: 11 clicks* out 
fromfully in.Compression:
two clicks* out from fully in.
Pre-load: eight lines of
thread showing above top
collar.
* One click = 1/4 turn

ZX-10R is the
most track-
focused
machine


