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TRIUMPH SCRAMBLER

New age
traveller

Triumph's |atest ‘classic’ extends the retro theme
even further with ajourney into off-road styling

BY TREVOR FRANKLIN PICTURESBY MARK MANNING

OUGQE got to hand it to Triumph;
for niche market models, no one
other than our own home-grown
manufacturer from Hinckley hasgot
thissegment so well and truly pinned down.

Immaculatereplica classcsBwith more
than a twist of modern technology Pare
falling off its production lines and now there®
another model to add to thelist of modern
old-world Triumphsblatting along American
boulevardsaswell asEnglish lanes. Enter
then the long-awaited Scrambler. Isit worth
the wait? Oh yesE

Using the same 865cc air-cooled twin asa
lot of Triumph®other @lassicvikes the
Scrambler®motor hasa 270j firing interval as
opposed to the groovy Thruxton®360;, and is
also detuned to 51bhp. Saying that, it doesn®
need any more, the torque the motor delivers
isampleto punch itsway to a comfortable
cruising speed of 85mph.

More speed isavailable, but winding it on
will have you hanging on like a water-skier,
and the peak of your open-faced lid will force
even the thickest neck backwards. t@&best to
just accept the bike asa wide-barred steed that
lovesto be cajoled along country roadsBthe
twistier the better Bor through town traffic.

The motor really isa fuss-free affair. The
route up the five-speed box islight and easy at
the gearchange lever and the bar end of the
clutch cable. Although quiet in operation, the
shockwavesfrom the twin comethrough
those sexy straight pipeswith a solid @hrump®

Up front, those barsmay look high, but with
thewide, comfortable seat and rubber-topped
pegs, they allow mile after mile of upright
riding Band allow a cool posing position
while you@e cruising through town.

A quick look down from theroad ahead is
enough to fill the brain with detail from the
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plain speedo. But while the bobble-typeidiot
lightsare neatly set-out, they area devil in
bright light to pick up Pindicatorsand main
beam are both easily left @nO

Theattention to detail includesrubber
gaiterson thefront forks, but I just wish more
attention had been placed on the actual fork
internals. Bumpsare not soaked up easily and
on sweeping bends, rutsand broken surfaces
thebarsgo light and waggle asthe 19-inch
front wheel bangsoff their peaksand dips. No
such complaintsof the twin rear shocks,
although more spring pre-load isavailableif
you chooseit, to give you a firmer rideand
more feel for what therear end isdoing.

At 205kg, the Scrambler isno lightweight.
Fortunately it hasa good front and rear brake
combo Bin fact, therear isthe mogt effective
we@e ever comeacrossand perfect for any
ancient Barbour-wearing typeswho swear
that front brakesare the work of the devil.

"To be honest, the bike®low-sung massisn®
noticeable at speed, or with one leg down at
traffic lights. But try pushing it out of the
garage on a wet, frosty or icy morning and
youd soon see why a bag of salt should be
included on the weekly shop Bto clear any
dippery ice that could have you on your arse.

Off-road it®a case of Scrambler by name;
iffy by nature. The suspension isn®long
enough or damped sufficiently to attack
anything more angled than the genteel Sope
of a river bank. Youdd also notice the weight as
it would be on your legsmost of the time.

What the Scrambler isE well, apart from
tasty-looking, a flexible workhorseand an
adept commuter, isa Sunday/second bikein
the garage. In a world of 150bhp, adrenalin-
pumping, knee-down bikes, asking for a bike
like the Scrambler for a Sunday machineis
really saying something...

THEwide bars make
the Scrambler great fun
I for chucking through
the twisties
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IN DETAIL

THEsimple speedo is the height of retro cool, |
butthe lights are tricky to seein brightlight

TORQUE: (dlaimed)
WEIGHT: (claimed)

Awailability: Late January
Qolours: Blue/white, redwhite
New for 2006: New model

Insurance group: 2 (of T7) Btbc

FUEL TAP, manual choke and carburettors D
none of which are very common in 2006

RAKE: 218;

SEAT HEIGHT:
825mm TRAIL: D5Mm
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WHEELBASE: 500mm

TECHNICAL SPEC
| Engine: Air-cooled 865cc
(90mm x 68mm)four-stroke

4 dohc parallel twin. 2 x Keihin
carburettors. Five gears.
Chassis: Tubular steel cradle
frame. 41mm forks. Twin rear
shocks adjustable for predoad.
Brakes: 310mm front disc with
twin-piston caliper. 255mm rear
disc with twin-piston caliper.
Tyres: 100/90 x B front, B0/80 x
T rear.
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RETRO=Spoked 19-inch wheels and rubber
gaiters on the fork legs
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