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CALL FOR GREATER BIKE AWARENESS TRAINING AS RESEARCH

SHOWS DRIVERS CAUSE MOST MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS
The UK’s largest motorcycle insurance specialist has renewed its call for the driving test to be updated to include greater bike awareness training after its latest research revealed drivers cause two-thirds of all motorcycle accidents. 
Carole Nash, which has around 25 per cent of all UK bikers on its books, made the call after its fourth Carole Nash Motorcycle Accident Survey 2007 found that over 66% of bike accidents were caused not by the insured biker but other road users.  But as well as better driver training the firm also called for better education of bikers new to the road after it found that young and inexperienced riders were at significantly higher risk of being involved in an accident – more so when they were not to blame.
The shocking figures were revealed after the firm analysed all the accident claims it received last year from among more than 230,000 bikers who are insured through the company. Among key findings were that younger bikers, inexperienced riders, those with zero no claims bonus and those riding scooters or mopeds were at highest risk. Riders on provisional licences were 1.7 times more likely to be involved in an accident than those with a full licence.  

“This year, whilst our survey has analysed a much wider range of risk factors than previously, the biggest concern remains that it is drivers not bikers that are causing most motorcycle accidents,” comments Carole Nash’s operations director, Dave Bowcock. “We have highlighted this fact for many years now during which time the driver to biker fault rate has remained horribly consistent. It’s time action was taken to ensure much greater emphasis is placed on bike awareness in the driver training and testing regime. Equally our research suggests that investment by bikers in defensive riding techniques would be invaluable, not just for their own safety but because we can offer reduced premiums which reflect the reduced risk.”
The British Motorcyclists Federation is backing the company’s call. Media and PR manager Jeff Stone comments: “This research proves what the BMF have always maintained; driver awareness, not just rider training, is essential. There is a crying need for motorists and other drivers to be made more aware of the motorcyclist, but equally for riders to be aware of their vulnerability. Better bike awareness training and testing for drivers and encouragement of inexperienced riders to take training in defensive riding skills is a must if we are to reduce accidents."
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Experience was found to be a key factor in reducing accident risk with riders consistently less likely to have a crash the longer they held their licence. Bikers who held a licence for less than 12 months were three times more likely to have an accident those who had held theirs for ten years or more. The Gilera DNA 125 was the bike most likely to be involved in an accident, followed by Honda’s CBR 125 and Ducati’s ST4. Riders of tourer motorcycles were the most likely to have an accident for which they were to blame.
Geographically bikers from London were by far the most likely to be involved an accident, echoing the findings of the Carole Nash Motorcycle Theft Survey 2007 published earlier this year. Analysis of 118 main postcode areas across the country found the capital’s postcodes taking all the top ten places in the accident league. Riders from North London topped table – another blow after the area also headed the risk table in the Carole Nash Motorcycle Theft Survey published earlier this year. North London bikers were ten times more likely to have an accident than those in the lowest ranked area, the Isle of Man.  
Outside of Greater London the highest risk areas were St. Albans, Watford, Oldham, Southend and Bristol. The safest areas were the Isle of Man, Galashiels, Inverness, Shrewsbury and Northern Ireland.
· To find out where your postcode ranks in the accident league table and view more details of the Carole Nash Motorcycle Accident Survey 2007, visit www.carolenash.com/press/accidentsurvey.asp
Editor’s Note: This survey was carried out by examining the number and type (fault or non-fault) of claims received against the number of bikes insured in each postcode area, or by type, rider age or other quoted parameter. Please note the following postcode areas were excluded due to sample populations being too small to render meaningful analysis: EC – East Central London (City of London); WC – West Central London; GY – Guernsey; HS – Isle of Lewis; JE – Jersey; KW – Orkneys; LD – Llandrindrod Wells (Mid Wales); ZE -  Shetland Isles.

Carole Nash is the UK and Ireland’s biggest motorcycle insurance specialist. As well as its 230,000 biking policyholders the firm has over 300,000 bikes on its books. It’s market leading status was underlined by an independent survey of 8,600 bikers conducted by RiDE magazine which found 24% were insured through Carole Nash.
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